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1.  Background  

A site meeting was held with the owner Scott Macansh on site on 18 July 2014 to 

discuss potential projects which could be eligible for heritage grant funding.  

Deepwater Station lies on the southern edge of Tenterfield Shire and the property 

includes a remarkable collection of virtually intact historic buildings including small 

cottages/former shops and later homestead, a shearing shed, stable block, sheds and 

water tanks.  

 

It is not within the scope of this report to carry out the historical research on the 

property however the following extract from ‘Unlocking Regional Memory” provides 

a brief summary of the establishment and development of the station. Further 

research and information would be undertaken to develop a statement of significance 

for the property and is recommended as part of a Conservation Management Plan. 

 

“Deepwater Station, situated about 40 kilometres north of Glen Innes in the central New 

England tablelands, was first taken up as a pastoral property in 1839 by Archibald Windeyer. 

His father, also Archibald, had arrived in New South Wales the previous year and established 

a property at Kinross, near Raymond Terrace in the Hunter Valley. The young Archibald 

Windeyer originally called the place 'Deep Water', but by the time the station was gazetted in 

the 1840s it was known simply as 'Deepwater'. Progress was rapid and by 1845 the property 

covered 60,000 acres and ran 13,500 sheep, 283 cattle and twelve horses. Windeyer had also 

built a homestead, in 1842, which, while far from imposing, was sturdy enough to survive 

into the present (it is now heritage listed). On the death of Archibald Windeyer in 1870, 

William Collins managed the property for a time, but in 1877 Deepwater was purchased by a 

family company which included John Windeyer, John Donald Macansh (who had married a 

daughter of Archibald Windeyer) and WT Cadell, whose connections ran deep with the 

Macansh family. The Macansh family, like the Windeyers themselves, was already well-

respected for its contribution to the pastoral industry in Australia. In 1877, WT Cadell took 

charge of Deepwater. He was followed by Alan Macansh Cadell, in 1902; Colin K Cadell, in 

1915; Donald W Cadell, in 1918; and Donald P Macansh, in 1921. In 1943, after the 

government resumed 16,000 acres of Deepwater Station for soldier settlement, the family 

company was dissolved and Donald Macansh purchased the homestead block along with 2,000 

acres. There he built a new homestead, in 1947, and worked the station in conjunction with 

his son. Deepwater Station remains in the hands of the Macansh family”. 

 
Reference: Unlocking Regional Memory 

http://www.nswera.net.au/biogs/UNE0131b.htm  Sourced 17 July 2014. 

References: 

G Nesta Williams, Some Northern Homes of New South Wales (Sydney: The Shepherd Press, 1954); 

Genevieve Newbury, Echoes on the Wind: The Story of the Squatterages and Some Pioneers in Other 

Fields of the Central New England (Glen Innes: Glen Innes Examiner Printing Service, 1969).  

http://www.nswera.net.au/biogs/UNE0131b.htm
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2. Heritage Listing 

Deepwater Station is listed as a statutory item of environmental heritage in the 

Tenterfield LEP 2013 and specifically includes the homestead and outbuildings, 

although the wider property is likely to be of historical and archaeological interest. 

There is no State Heritage Inventory data or statement of significance currently 

available for this item.  Clause 5.10 of the LEP specifically applies in terms of consent 

requirements for works. 

 

 

3. Draft Assessment of Significance.  

 

Historical 

Deepwater Station and its complex of buildings is important as it represents the 

historical development of a notable rural pastoral holding and associated farm 

practices, and its association with the development of Deepwater as a township.  

 

 

Aesthetic 

The collection of buildings is significant as an example of historical rural vernacular 

architecture and contributes strongly to the rural landscape setting of this pastoral 

property.  

 

 

Social 

Deepwater Station is important in relation to the early pioneer of the property 

Archibald Windeyer, and subsequently W T Cadell, and John Donald Macansh and 

the subsequent generations of the Macansh family.  

 

 

Scientific/Technical 

The buildings demonstrate scientific /technical significance for use of materials and 

innovation available at the dates of construction to meet specific needs of a working 

property  The buildings early shingle roofs are still in situ. The prefabricated concrete 

walls of the Expert’s cottage and shearing quarters are also of potential significance as 

early examples of this type of construction  
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4.  Conservation of the Buildings/Complex 

 

 
The site contains a remarkable collection of historic outbuildings, dating from mid 

1800s which tell much of early life in rural Australia. The small scale of the buildings, 

the low doorways, the materials and the building techniques are from an era long 

gone and part of a rapidly disappearing historical rural landscape. The small building 

are mainly of adzed vertical split slab construction, with timber shingle roofs lying 

beneath the corrugated sheeting, (bark under one verandah roof), and original 

glazing including 9 paned windows with slender glazing bars. According to the 

owner these small buildings served as the stores on the station prior to the township 

at Deepwater being established. One is lined with metal for the flour and another was 

used as a butcher shop. 

 

 
Galvanised sheets line walls for storage of dry 

goods. 

Metal hanging rack in former butcher shop. 
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The conservation of this complex of buildings is considered to be a very high priority.  

A good deal of stabilisation work has occurred to some of the outbuildings, 

maintaining them in near original condition, and retaining the timber shingle roofs 

beneath the galvanised corrugated roofs. The work carried out to date, is to be 

commended and has ensured that the integrity of these buildings has not been 

compromised with unsympathetic additions, or inappropriate materials. The 

buildings have also not been ‘over–restored’ which would remove the patina of age 

and associated significance.  

 

 
Interior in former butcher shop/cottage 

 

 
Cottage which has been stabilised, verandah decking repaired, guttering in place and a watertight roof. 
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5. Works Required and Potential Projects 

Various buildings and structures are still in need of essential stabilisation, guttering 

and dispersal of stormwater, replacement of rotten timbers and possibly sub floor 

bearers and joists. It is acknowledged that this is an ongoing project which is being 

gradually implemented as funds permit.  

 
(Note Clause 5.10(3) of the Tenterfield LEP 2013 requires an application for minor works and 

maintenance to be submitted prior to any works taking place. The proposed works must have consent 

in writing from Council prior to works commencing. There is no fee for this application.) 

 

 
Deterioration to be addressed. The building is very close to ground and subject to decay from moisture and 

falling damp.  

 

The owner’s intention is very clearly to maintain the heritage significance of these 

buildings with no changes.     

 

 
Cottage with vertical split slab adzed timber, shingles visible under verandah roof and 9 pane original glazing.   



 

      Page 7 of 13 Pages 

 
                                      Bark lining under one verandah roof 

 
Timber shingles under verandah roof 

 
Rear wall missing from cottage at end of the row
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6  Stables 

The owner has identified a priority for works to the Stables. Work proposed is 

structural stabilisation to rectify the movement of the building. The project may also 

include the repair/reconstruction of the vertical slab timbers on the end wall, 

checking of the roof, replacement of guttering in an appropriate profile, the dispersal 

of stormwater away from the building and checking for termites. No changes or 

alterations are proposed and all original fabric is to be carefully conserved including 

partitions, hay racks and mangers. 
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7.  Shearing Shed 

The shearing shed is a magnificent timber framed structure constructed between 

1886-1888 and according to the owner, was apparently built by just two men. With 

the exception of the change of machinery from steam to diesel, it remains in a highly 

original state including the closely battened roof structure, the pens, wool grading 

tables, slatted floors, and shearers’ tools pigeon holes. It is still in use, well 

maintained and annually checked for termites. There are no proposals for any works 

or alterations to this building. Note (A fire alarm system if not already installed, may be worth 

considering for added protection of this historic building.) 
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8.  The Experts House 

The Expert’s house and shearers quarters lie on the opposite side of the road to the 

homestead in proximity to the shearing shed, and comprise early concrete 

prefabricated buildings of the interwar years. Despite the change of building 

technique for the walls, (which is believed to be one of the earliest uses of the pre 

fabricated wall and of technical interest) these buildings have retained a scale and 

vernacular quality consistent with the complex through use of similar scale, hipped 

roof forms, corrugated iron roofing and timber joinery. As part of a potential future 

plan to pursue some farm tourism with cottage stays, the expert’s house is proposed 

to be refurbished with some minor changes to accommodate an indoor bathroom and 

general restoration. 

 
Experts house exterior 

 
Front room of the Experts house with original fireplace and double hung window.  



 

      Page 12 of 13 Pages 

9. Recommendations 

 

1. Ongoing careful conservation is critical to this whole complex. It is essential that 

it is undertaken in a manner which is based on a sound understanding of the 

heritage significance of the buildings and fabric and in accordance with the 

articles of the Burra Charter which underpins ‘best practice’ heritage 

conservation.  

 

2. The preparation of a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for the entire 

complex is strongly recommended. A Conservation Plan would include a fully 

researched history, an assessment of the relative significance of different 

elements of the complex, and policies which guide decisions about future works 

or any changes. 

 

3. Works to address urgent repairs and stabilise some buildings are a priority 

which may have to take precedence over a CMP given the limitations on 

funding. It is acknowledged that the owner has no intentions to alter or remove 

any of the buildings and is strongly committed to their conservation. 

 

4. All the original buildings should be maintained to their original appearance and 

details. Impact on original fabric should be minimised and all key elements are 

carefully retained and conserved. 

 

5. Removal of any obvious non significant later additions and replacement with 

earlier known details is acceptable in principle. However some layers of 

additions could be significant and an assessment is recommended as part of the 

CMP. 

 

6. Adaption of the internal spaces of the Experts cottage to create an internal 

bathroom and provide for adaptive residential tourism use is supported in 

principle from a heritage perspective. NB A development application for change 

of use is would be required to Tenterfield Shire Council. 

 

7. Works to the oldest original cottages/former shops close to the homestead need 

particularly careful consideration in relation to the original fabric. If being 

considered for any future adaptive re-use such as bed and breakfast 

accommodation, then a pavilion style separate extension to accommodate 

modern bathroom/kitchen facilities could be considered to avoid making 

irreversible changes to these buildings. Any works of this nature should ideally 

be preceded by the preparation of a Conservation Management Plan for the 

complex. 
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8. Assistance through the Heritage Assistance grants is strongly recommended to 

support conservation works on this site. 

 

9. This heritage item/complex may potentially be of state significance and if an 

application were made to include it on the State Heritage Register it may attract 

more substantial grant funding through the NSW Heritage Branch of 

Department of Environment and Heritage.   

 

10. Certain buildings have been opened on previous occasions for visits by groups  

and it would be of public benefit if this would be considered to occur again for 

example during heritage week or even on a more regular basis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Deborah Wray 

B.A Hons,  M.P.I.A. 

Heritage Advisor 

 

E         c l a r e n c e h e r i t a g e @ g m a i l . c o m  

M        0 4 2 7  4 2 5 5 5 8  

P         0 2  6 6  4 4 4  0 0 0  

 

 

mailto:clarenceheritage@gmail.com

